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IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please cancel claims 16, 19, 21 and 37-39 without prejudice, and amend 
claims 1,3,4-8, 10, 11, 20, 32, 34, 49 and 55-60 so that the claims read as follows: 

1. (Currently Amended) An absorbent garment comprising: 

a chassis u prising front * -* h™v p*™ 1 * eaf * hav1 ' ng a termh)al crotch ed * e 
™a » terminal watt .H pft . said front p nH b*<* nanels each having a body side surface 

and a garment side -nrfr - «~ T * Hpes of said front and back pa " el$ 

rM rt a part in p i«n pitndimil dir e **™ ™ form a gap between said terminal 

crotch edRes ; and 

an absorbent element ^<*™? ™* P ™ and directly connected to said garment 
side surface of said ehas&k w and back panels at r espect ive a first teeat*e» 
locations and comprising a cover sheet having a first portion directly, detachably 
connected to *t4e a 3 t on tH* a second portion of said cover sheet i md said garment oid o 
„iufabu uf Jaid nhrmtt at a*econd location, wherein said first and second portions of 
said cover sheet are each formed on a first surface of said cover sheet, said absorbent 
element comprising an absorbent material expandable from at least a first condition to 
a second condition, said absorbent material disposed adjacent a second surface of said 
cover sheet opposite said first surface, wherein said first portion of said cover sheet 
detaches from said at . least one of said second portion of said cover sheet aad-said 
garment cid: unrflr" " f ™" at at least a portion of said second location when 

said absorbent material expands to said second condition. 

Claim 2 (Cancelled). 

3. (Currently Amended) The absorbent garment of claim 1 wh erein- said absorbent 
element is directly connected to said efcessis front and rear body panels at said first 
location l ocations with a primary bond, and wherein said first portion of said cover 
sheet is detachably connected to said a i - lcaat one of said second portion of said cover 
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sheet and gaid chacdia at said second location with a secondary bond, wherein said 
secondary bond is weaker than said primary bond. 

4. (Previously Presented) The absorbent garment of claim 1 wherein said absorbent 
material has a first and second side, and further comprising a topsheet disposed 
adjacent said first side of said absorbent material. 

5. (Currently Amended and Withdrawn) The absorbent garment of claim 1 wherein 
said second location is positioned laterally outboard from said first 4e«tfie» locajto 

6. (Currently Amended) The absorbent garment of claim 1 wherein said absorbent 
element has a longitudinal extent and wherein said first location e xten ds locations 
extend longitudinally along at least a portion of said absorbent element. 

7. (Currently Amended) The absorbent garment of cl aim 6 wherein said second 
location extends longitudinally along at least a portion of said absorbent element in a 
parallel relationship with said first l ocation locations. 

8. (Currently Amended) The absorbent garment of claim 1 wherein said absorbent 
element has a longitudinal extent, wherein each_of said first location locations, 
comprises a pair of laterally- spaced, parallel and longitudinally extending primary 
locations j and wherein said second location comprises a pair of laterally spaced 
secondary locations. 

9. (Previously Presented) The absorbent garment of claim 1 wherein said second 
location comprises a bonding region defined by a longitudinally extending length and 
a laterally extending width. 

10. (Currently Amended) The absorbent garment of claim 6 wherein sai d absorbent 

3 
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element comprises opposite ends, wherein etto^eW said oj£osite ends is are 
connected to active one, of said front and back panels at said first ****** 

locations * 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The absorbent garment of claim 10 wherein said ******* 
connections between said a Hcast on. of said ends of said absorbent element and said 
etoi* frontMdjear^aneis at said first Wien locafa is are longitudinally 
spaced apart from said second location. 

12. (Previously Presented) The absorbent garment of claim 1 wherein said absorbent 
material comprises a first fold having opposite side edges and a second and third fold 
attached to said opposite side edges of said first fold respectively and extending 
inwardly in an overlying relationship with said first fold. 

13. (Witlidrawn) The absorbent garment of claim 1 wherein said absorbent material 
comprises a plurality of disconnected layeTS. 

14. (Previously Presented) The absorbent garment of claim 1 wherein said absorbent 
material is not directly attached to said cover sheet. 

15. (Withdrawn) The absorbent garment of claim 1 wherein said chassis comprises a 
top sheet and an extensible outer cover. 



Claim 16 (Cancelled). 
Claim 17 (Cancelled). 



18. (Withdrawn) The absorbent garment of claim 4 wherein said topsheet is 
interfolded with; said absorbent material. 
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Claim 19 (Cancelled). 

20. (Currently Amended) The absorbent garment of claim 49 1 wherein said first and 
second portions of said cover sheet comprise overlying folds of said cover sheet. 

Claim 21 (Cancelled). 

22. (Withdrawn) A method of absorbing exudates excreted from a user with an 
absorbent garment comprising: 

providing a chassis having a body side surface and a garment side surface and 
an absorbent element connected to said garment side surface of said chassis at a first 
location, said absorbent element comprising a cover sheet having a first portion 
detachably connected to at least one of a second portion of said cover sheet and said 
garment side surface of said chassis at a second location, wherein said absorbent 
element comprises an absorbent material and wherein said first and second portions of 
said cover sheet are each formed on an outer surface of said cover sheet; 

securing said chassis to a body of the user, 

insulting said absorbent material with said exudates and thereby causing said 
absorbent material to expand; and 

disconnecting sai d first portion of said cover sheet from said at least one of 
said second portion of said cover sheet and said garment Side surfece of said chassis 
at at least a portion of said second location as said absorbent material expands While 
maintaining said connection between said cover sheet and said garment side surface 
of said chassis at said first location . 

Claim 23 (Cancelled). 

24. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 22 wherein said absorbent element is 

' 5 
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connected to said chassis at said first location with a primary bond, and wherein said 
first portion of said cover sheet is detacbably connected to at least one of said second 
portion of said cover sheet and said chassis at said second location with a secondary 
bond, wherein said secondary bond is weaker than said primary bond. 

25. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 22 wherein said absorbent material has a first 
and second side, and further comprising a topsheet disposed adjacent said first side of 
said absorbent material. 

26. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 22 wherein said absorbent element has a 
longitudinal extent and wherein said second location is positioned laterally outboard 
from said first location. 

27. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 26 wherein said first location extends 
longitudinally along at least a portion of said absorbent element. 

28. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 27 wherein said second location extends 
longitudinally along at least a portion of said absorbent element in a parallel 
relationship with said first location. 

29. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 22 wherein said absorbent element has a 
longitudinal extent, wherein said first location comprises a pair of laterally spaced, 
parallel and longitudinally extending first locations, and wherein said second location 
comprises a pair of laterally spaced secondary locations. 

30. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 22 wherein said first portion of said cover 
sheet is detachably connected to said second portion of said cover sheet. 

31. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 22 wherein said first portion of said cover 
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sheet is detachably connected to said chassis. 

32. (Currently Amended) A method of assembling ah absorbent garment comprising: 

providing a chassis ™™ r ri,»r, g front and hack panels. eacMayjagAtej^jnal 
ui |(| h rArr nrH „ -i,, ^ said front a nd b a ck panels eagh having a body 

side surface and a garment side surface, said terminal crotch of said front an d 
wv r »nri, mrf « pTt in a longitudinal direction so as to form a p u p between said 

terminal c rotch edges: 

fHFevwfeig hrirfpin ff said gap with an absorbent element comprising an 

absorbent material and a cover sheet; 

bonding said absorbent element with a primary bond directly, to said garment 
side surface of each of said W and hack panels ehassie at at least one primary bond 

region; and 

bonding a first portion of said cover sheet directly. tOH*teas*e»w)f a second 
portion of said cover sheet and oaid garment^ de-suf fcco of oaid chas sis with a 
secondary bond at at least one secondary bond region, wherein said secondary bond is 
weaker than said primary bond and wherein said first and second portions of said 
cover sheet are each formed on a first surface of said cover sheet, and wherein said 
absorbent material is disposed adjacent a second surface of said cover sheet opposite 
said first surface. 

33. (Previously Presented) the method of claim 32 wherein said first and sectind 
bond regions are laterally spaced. 

34. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 32 wherein each of said at least one 
said primary bond region comprises a pair of laterally spaced, parallel and 
longitudinally extending primary bond regions, and wherein said at least one 
secondary bond region comprises a pair of laterally spaced secondary bond regions. 
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35. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 32 wherein said absorbent material 
comprises a first fold having opposite side edges and a second and third fold attached 
to said opposite side edges of said first fold respectively and extending inwardly in an 
overlying relationship with said first fold. 

36. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 32 further comprising disposing a 
topsheet adjacent one side of said absorbent element. 

Claims 37-48 (Cancelled). 

49. (Currently Amended) The absorbent garment of claim 1 wherein said absorbent 
element is fixedly, detachably^directbr connected to said garment side surface of said 
^fow* frr>iit and rear panels at said first legation locations. 

50. (Previously Presented) The absorbent garment of claim 1 wherein said absorbent 
element further comprises ah outer cover disposed over said cover sheet. 

5 1 . (Withdrawn) The method of claim 22 wherein said providing said absorbent 
element further comprises providing an outer cover disposed over said cover sheet. 

52. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 32 wherein said providing said 
absorbent element further comprises providing an outer cover disposed over said 
cover sheet. 

Claims 53-54 (Cancelled): : 

55. (Currently Amended) The absorbent garment of claim 1 wherein said ohaasio 
eempg sca a front body panel and a roar body pan e l ? each of said front and back «** 
body panels comprising a waist portion, wherein said waist portions of said front and 

8 
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fearftfxly back panels are secured to define leg openings. 

56. (Currently Amended) The absorbent garment of claim 55 wherein said waist 
portions of said front and r^edy back panels are secured with releasable fasteners. 

57. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 32 wherein said^si^pese^ 

zlrttrfruA fr— ™ A T"" e1 * compri9es bud y tJ Uii L l M l d " 1 1 " b 0f1 y p n " n1 "" ^ 
eempris^ a waist portion, wherein said waist portions of said front and fea^bedy 

back panels are securable to define leg openings. 

58. (Currently Amended) . The absorbent garment bfclaim 57 wherein said waist 
portions of said front and Fea^edy feack panels are securable with releasable 

fasteners. ■ ■ ■ ■ ' 

59. (Currently Amended and witiidrawn) The absorbent garment of claim 1 wherein 
no portion of said absorbent element is secured to any portion of said bodyside 

»f .«iH frnnt and b ack panels body chassis . 

60. (Currently Amended and withdrawn) The absorbent garment of claim 32 
wherein no portion of said absorbent element is secured to any portion of said 
bodyside surface of said Wdy chooaisfront and back panels . ! 
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